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THE SITE OF CALVARY. 

DOUBTFUL CLAIMS 05* THE PRESENT HOLY 

SEPULCHRE. 

The theory that the present Holy Sepulchre 
marks the place of the crucifixion and burial of 
our Lord has never fully satisfied the minds of 
those, who have given the subject their careful 
attention. This site, supposing it to be the true 
one, must have been without the walls of Jeru- 
salem in order to meet the requirements of the 
New Testament, and hence the city^ at a time of 
great prosperity, must have been confined within 
such narrow limits as to have been almost insig- 
nificant in size. This is a kind of common-sense 
argument which has great force. Furthermore, 
by drawing, as some scholars have done, the line 
of the second wall, which ran from the Gate 
Gennath to the Oastle of Antonia and encircled 
the northern quarter of the town, in such a way 
as to leave the Holy Sepulchre outside the city, 
Calvary is placed thereby in an exterior angle 
of the wall and less than a stone's throw distant 
from it. It need hardly be said that the spot 
would, in that case, have been obscure and in- 
conspicuous. On the other hand, one gets the 
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impression from the New Testament that the place 
of crucifixion was a sightly one, and likewise 
tliat the place of '.burial was at some distance 
from the walls. It is difficult for the mind to 
rid itself of either of these impressions. 

CLAIMS OP THE HILL ABOVE JEREMIAH'S 

GROTTO. • 

For some years past there has been a growing 
conviction that the hill in which Jeremiah's 
Q-rotto is shown, situated a little to the northeast 
of the Damascus Gate, satisfied the conditions as 
to the site of Calvary better than any other spot 
in or around Jerusalem. Indeed, a large number 
of competent scholars have already accepted this 
hill as Golgotha. Hundreds of Christian tourists 
visit the place every year, and few of them go 
away unconvinced that both the arguments and 
the strong probability, are in favor of this being 
regarded as the true site of the crucifixion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE HILL. 

From the Mount of Olives and Scopus, from 
the road leading north past the Russian buildings 
west of the city, from many points north of the 
town, and from many of the housetops within 
Jerusalem itself, this hill attracts the eye by its 
prominence. On the north slope of the hill the 
slaughter-house of Jerusalem stood until two years 
since (1883), when it was removed to a more 
suitable locality northeast of the town. In its 



place two buildings have been erected, one of 
which is used as a residence. From these a high 
wall has been constructed , running past the large 
''Meis" tree still standing* there, which many will 
remember, and on towards the foot of the hill 
on the west. The western slope is composed of 
barren earth and broken rock, but at the bottom 
on this side there is a large garden, where, some 
feet below the surface of the ground, ruins have 
been found which are marked in the maps as an 
"asnerie," a term, however, which conveys no 
adequate idea of the extent and character of the 
ruins. 

The south face is vertical, and has in it the 
so-called '^Grotto of Jeremiah.^' Farther along in 
this southern face, which does not run in a 
straight line, great quantities of stone have been 
quarried within the past few years. Towards the 
east the hill does not &11 in a single slope, but 
as it were in two terraces. The hill may be 
said to be prolonged in this direction, the eastern 
knoll or second terrace being a little lower than 
the other. 

The entire summit of the hill is covered 
with Moslem graves. This fact has no doubt 
prevented the hill from being bought up and 
built upon hitherto, and this alone still prevents 
the ground from passing into the hands of foreigners. 
This graveyard is an old one; and who can say 
that the hand of Providence is not specially vis- 
ible in the preservation of this spot, in this 
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strange m^imery from the disgusting and degrading 
monkish traditions which would otherwise have 
3prung Hp about it? 

The level section of country north of the 
hill is pretty thickly covered with fine olive trees. 
To the e^t there is also flat land, or rather a 
broad valley, and beyond that a slight rise cov- 
ered with olive trees, and one great pine tree, 
a landmark in that quarter familiar to every 
traveller. Like all the country about Jerusalem, this 
hill has a barren aspect, except during the spring, 
when it is covered with grass and powers. 

THE VIEW FKOM TBE HILL. 

The view from this bill is fine and extensive, 
embracing all the northern and western portions 
of the city, the Mosque of Omar, the two great 
synagogues, and the castle, or so-called Tower of 
David. The high land towards Bethlehem and in 
the southwest is visible far beyond the city. 
From this point the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
appears to be situated on low ground. In the 
west are the Russian buildings, and farther away 
Schneller's school, or orphanage, while in the 
northwest Neby Samwil (Mizpeh) stands promii» 
nently out on the distant horizon. In the north 
we have Shafat, and over the ridge of Scopus the 
top of Tell el Ful, or Gibeah, appears. Scopus 
and the Olivet range bound the eye in the east, 
and in the southeast rises the grand wall of the 
piountains of Moab. Although ther^ is such a 
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"Wide view the hill does not seem high, nor is it 
more than forty feet above the level of the coun- 
try about it. 

If a person wholly ignorant of any question 
in connection with the site of Calvary were asked 
to select a spot without the walls of the city for 
the public execution of criminals, the only two 
conditions being that the place should be a sightly 
one and convenient to the Castle of Antonia, he 
would not hesitate a moment in choosing this 
hill for that purpose. 

VISIT0E6 TO THE PLACE. 

Among the persons with whom I have had 
the pleasure of visiting this place are General 
Lew Wallace, who, in preparation for his novel, 
**Ben Hur," made a careful study of the topog- 
raphy of Jerusalem ; Sir J. W. Dawson, Principal 
of McGill University, Montreal ; and General C. 
G. Gordon, whose character the world is begin- 
ning to know and appreciate, and whose fate the 
entire civilized world laments. General Gordon 
was struck with the skull shape of this hill, which, 
indeed, is evident from the Ordnance Survey map 
of Jerusalem, and made a model of it, which he 
placed in the hands of C. Paulus, a German sculp- 
tor in this city, from whom travellers can obtain 
copies of the same done in the stone of the country, 
Gordon wrote something respecting this hill Tjrhich, 
together with an excellent map of the place and 
grounds in its immediate vicinity, was published 
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in the "Quarterly Statement of the English Ex- 
ploration Fond" for April, 1885. 

WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE THEORY ? 

People are beginning to write and speak of 
the theory that this hill is the true site of Gol- 
gotha as General Gordon's theory or as Dr. Mer- 
rill's theory. Others ascribe it to Thomas Chap- 
lin, M. D., or to Herr Conrad Schick both of 
whom reside here, and are regarded as authori- 
ties upon the topography of Jerusalem. Others 
still speak of it as Captain Conder's theory, and 
If Principal Dawson has written upon the subject, 
as he said th^t he intended doing, many persons 
will no doubt call it his theory. The fact is that 
it belongs to none of these gentlemen, notwith- 
standing Captain Conder expressly states that he 
is the author of it.^ 

As regards the question : Who first sugges- 
ted the hill above Jeremiah's Grotto as the pro- 
bable site of the crucifixion ? — it may be that 
this honor belongs to an American who was dis- 
tinguished in quite another department than that 
of Biblical geography , namely , to the eminent 
Rev. Eufus Anderson, D. D., who, when walking 
out of the Damascus Gate in the year 1845 in 
company with his friend Dr. Eli Smith, pointed 
to this hill and spoke of it to his companion as 
in 'his judgment the site of the true Calvary. 

In 1849 the German commentator. Otto 

» See Palestine Fund Statement, April 1883 p. 71 
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Thenitts, published a monograph in which he 
advocated in an able manner the theory that 
Golgotha was the hill in which Jeremiah's Orot- 
to is found. 

In the year 1871 Fisher Howe published 
(Randolph, New York) a small pamphlet, in which 
he discussed **The True Site of Calvary" in 
a thorough manner, and advocated strongly the 
claims of the hill above Jeremiah's Grotto. Some 
people refer to this theory as "Fisher Howe's 
theory." 

Lieutenant Conder's "Tent Work," in which 
he advocates this theory, was published in 1878. 

The above dates and facts are of interest, 
it seems to me, even if they do not decide abso- 
lutely the question which we have raised. 

IDENTIFICATION OP THE CASTLE OF 

ANTONIA AND ITS BBABING UPON 

THE SITE OP CALVARY. 

One of the most certain identifications of 
modern times is that of the Castle of Antonia as 
being located in the northwest corner of the present 
Haram area. Here soldiers were quartered to 
guard the temple and for other purposes, and 
here, also, criminals were confined, as, for example, 
the Apostle Paul, until final disposition could be 
made of them. As this was the most important 
castle of the city , and dominated v the Temple, 
we can reasonably suppose that it would not be 
approached by narrow, winding, and intricate 
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streets, but, on the contrary, that the road 
leading. from it out of the town must have been 
direct, and one that was not ordinarily blocked 
by people or traffic. In a word, the Castle of 
Antonia must have been approached by a dii*ect 
road which, in a special sense, would be regarded 
as a military road. 

Furthermore, as criminals were confined in 
this castle, we may suppose that the place of the 
public execution of criminals would be on the line 
of this road, near it, or at the most convenient 
distance from it, and in a sightly place, so that 
the executions could be witnessed by people stand- 
ing at a distance, or upon the city walls. Again, 
it is not likely that the place of execution 
was changeable, one month here and the next 
month there, but we may suppose it to have been 
always the same. The permanency of the locali- 
ty is a matter that can be taken for granted. 
We may suppose, further, that the Romans, when 
they came into power, would naturally select as 
the place of the execution of criminals that one 
which had been used as sudi by the Jews before them. 
. These suppositions are all of the most natural 
kind, and forced upon us, if we admit that there 
was anything like order in tibie public and pri- 
vate affairs of Jerusalem at that time. 

CEBTAIN PACTS AND SUGGESTIONS WHICH 

SEEM TO CONPIBM THE THEOHY 

UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

It is well known that under the Convent 



-- 11 -^ 

of the Sisters of Zion, which is near the Castle 
of Antonia, but on the opposite side of "Via Do- 
lorosa," there is, six or eight feet below the lerel 
of the street, some remarkably well preserved 
ancient pavement, which hundreds of travellers 
have visited and admired. 

From certain indications we are led to be- 
lieve that this pavement was connected with an 
ancient street that ran in nearly a direct line 
from Antonia northwards to the city wall. 

The most important military route of Pales- 
tine at the time of Christ was that which con- 
nected Caesarea-on-the-Sea with Jerusalem, which 
it approached from the north. 

At the point where the line of the street 
first mentioned, supposing such a street to have 
existed, touched the city wall, we find an old 
gate closed at present, but bearing the significant 
name of "Herod's Gate." 

If the line of this street be extended beyond 
this so-called "Herod's Gate," to the northwest, 
we shall find along it definite traces of an old 
Roman road. This we find to be identical with 
the great militaiy road which connected Jerusa- 
lem with Caesarea. 

It is perfectly natural to suppose that the 
place of the public execution of criminals would 
be somewhere on the line of this road. Between 
the castle and the fatal spot soldiers who guard- 
ed the criminals could move to and fro unob- 
structed. 
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A little after this road leaves the wall at 
the point marked as ^Herod^s Gate'' we find on 
the left hand a hill remarkable in form, notice- 
able from its position, and with which are con- 
nected some traditions respecting the execution 
and burial of criminals. 

Again, we find the name of St. Stephen 
connected with the western slope of this hill^, 
here is the traditional place of his martyrdom ; 
here a church was erected to his memory, which 
existed for nearly eight hundred years, and of 
which remains have been unearthed during five 
years past. 

It is not unnatural to suppose that St. Ste- 
phen was es;ecuted at the place of the public 
execution of criminals. The theory that our Lord 
was executed at the same place has the most 
valid reasons in its support. 

There is current among the Jews in Jeru- 
salem a tradition that this hill was the place of 
stoning, the ^Beth Has-Sekilah" mentioned in the 
Mishna. Likewise another tradition that this 
hill was the place, or was connected with the 
place, of burial of those who had been publicly 
executed. The origin * of these traditions I do not 
know, nor do I pretend to estimate the value of 
them. That they exist at all is a curious and— I 
should say — a significant fact, whether they are 
worth little or much. 

In like manner I do not know the origin 
of the name "Herod's Gate," or why it should 
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not have been called "Solomon's Gate" or "David's 
Gate/' Bat the fact that this name is found in this 
particular locality is significant, when taken in 
connection with the other circumstances that 
are grouped around it. 

In recent times or since it has been safe 
to build outside the walls, say within the last 
twenty years, the principal residences have been 
erected on the west of the city, because the Jaffa 
road leads off in that direction. At present, how- 
ever, they are being extended also in the north- 
west quarter; but in the time of our Lord 
private houses or villas, surrounded by gardens 
and hedges, were on the north of the town, be- 
cause on that side there was not only the great 
thoroughfare leading to Damascus, but also that 
leading to Caesarea, which was then the main 
seaport of Palestine, The numerous ancient cis- 
terns, now mostly in ruins, that are found in all 
the open region northwest of Jerusalem show that 
that quarter has been thickly inhabited. 

If Joseph of Arimathea, who was a wealthy 
man, had a private garden near the city, we may 
suppose with reason that it was located in this 
direction. The statement in John xix. 41, "in 
the place where he was crucified there was a 
garden ; and in the garden a new tomb, wherein 
was never man yet laid," seems to be very ex- 
plicit. If on the one hand we press these words 
literally, and on the other insist that our Lord 
was crucified in the place of the public execution 
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of criminals, we make this place and i;he garden 
of Joseph of Arimathea to have been identical. 
The question arises whether a man of position 
and wealth would have a private garden in such 
a place ? But there is no real objection to sup- 
posing that the hill-top, which was easily acces- 
sible from the Eoman military road, mig}it have 
been devoted to the purposes of execution, and 
at the same time the ground about it, to the 
very foot of its slopes, to have been occupied by 
private gardens. Such gardens might have sur- 
rounded the hill on the southwestern, western, 
and northwestern sides, and joined the Roman 
road on the north. 

The Roman road which we have described 
as leading from Antonia through or near ^Herod's 
Gate" skirted this hitl at the foot of its eastern 
and northeastern slopes. Some miles farther north 
this road divided, one branch going north to 
Nablous or Shechem, and the other past Beth 
Horon io Antipatris and Caesarea-on-the-Sea. Along 
this road Paul, strongly guarded, was taken a 
prisoner to Caesarea. With what emotions did 
the prisoner, as he left the city and passed this 
Golgotha hUl, look up to the spot where the 
Master had died upon the cross ! 

In the absence of a suitable diagram I will 
place before the reader a very large capital letter 
Y, ^1^<^^ shall be inverted, and the extremities 
of its arms shall touch the wall of the city at 
the points a and b. 
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A will represent the present Damascus Gate, 
and\B the one now closed called "Herod's Gate." 
A c D will represent the. present Damascus or 
Nablous road, while BCD will represent the old 
Roman military road that led to Gaesarea. The 
line D c B extended pretty directly would touch 
the Castle of Antonia. e represents the Golgotha 
hill, in which the Grotto of Jereiniah is shown. 
The bottom of the Y? or Z), will be understood 
to be towards the north. 

This figure is not correct, inasmuch as the 
lines B c and a c meet really at a considerable 
distance beyond the point e, while e is but a 
short distance from the city wall ; but it was 
designed to give only a general ideaof the place 
we have been considering, and this purpose it 
serves sufficiently well. 

There is in the western face of this hill a 
large tomb, before the mouth of which the earth, 
during past ages, has accumulated to a depth of 
six or eight feet. It is a peculiar tomb, and has 
suffered somewhat in the lapse of time, but fi'om 
what remains of it one would say that it was 
Christian rather than Jewish in its construction. 
This point I do not attempt to decide absolutely ; 
but even if it could be shown to be certainly of 
Christian origin it would only show that the slopes 
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of this hill were, at a very early p^iod, thought 
to be desirable as a place of burial, and hence 
we may suppose that, at a still earlier period^ 
they were occupied by Jewish tombs. 

Very near this point, stiU in the western 
slope of this hiil, there have been opened during 
the present summer some very remarkable Christ- 
ian tombs, supposed to be those that were built 
by the Empress Eudocia. 

My object in what I have now written was 
merely to group, in a way different from what 
had ever been done before, and likewise in a more, 
complete manner, certain facts and suggestions 
which appear to me to be very reasonable in 
connection with this most important question. 
Very few points in the topography of ancient 
Jerusalem can be settled beyond dispute; but 
with reference to the site of Calvary I will close 
by repeating what I have already said, namely, 
that the strong probabilities are in favor of regard- 
ing the hill above Jeremiah's Grotto as the place 
of the crucifixion of our Lord. 



Dr. DawsoB referred to ob p. 7, haa since this Article 
was written published (Religions Tract Society, London) a 
book entitled "Egypt and Syria" in which he advocates the 
theory set forth in these pages. 
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